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I. Suggested approaches when working on German ancestors:
|. Question variations of spelling and/or sound of surnames
II. Look for cluster relationships in records
lll. ldentify family religious preference
IV. Learn about naming practices within families
V. Research the reason(s) why the ancestor would have been willing to leave their
homeland
VI. Find and use historical maps and gazetteers
VII. Check all U.S. record sources first before researching German records

Il. Helpful online resources:
l. Google Translate, https://translate.google.com

II. Meyer’s Gazetteer, www.meyersgaz.org
lll. Google search using “boolean operators” i.e., AND, AND NOT, OR, NOT
1. (““) Quotation Marks - Exact phrase search using two or more words

within quotes
2. (* or ?) Wild Card Spelling i.e., S*mth

3. (es) Foraspanoftimei.e., 1825..1830

4. (+or—) Plussign is essential to search. Minus sign to eliminate a particular
word. i.e., George Brown +lll  Lincoln -Abraham
IV. Google Books, Hathi Trust Digital Library, https://www.hathitrust.org
V. Family Search Wiki’s, https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page,
VI. German occupation list,

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/German Word List#Occupations

lll.  Analyze your collected data
I. Use a timeline approach for known data to discover what is still missing in your
research.
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IV. First example: If | can’t identify the correct name, how can | ever find his German
origin?

V. Second example: Was a surname change intentional misinformation in my German
family?
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